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was in a fair way to win the furlong race when his loin-cloth
became detached. He did not stop to recover it, and won ;
and, public opinion being ready for a change, his conduct,
like that of the celebrated Rugbeian who picked up the ball
and ran with it, established a precedent. Henceforth, Greek
men and boys exercised naked, and to be ashamed to do
this was the mark of a barbarian. The debt of Greek sculpture
to athletics, or, as we should rather call it, " gymnastic,"
needs no emphasizing. It is characteristic that Romans in
their " classical " age, considered " gymnastic " indecent
and a danger to public morals. This merely emphasizes
the moral inferiority of Romans and perhaps Greeks in
the last century b.c. to Greeks in the eighth or sixth.
Freedom from the sense and the fear of sin, and from the
evil effects of sex-repression, in whole sections of the Greek
male sex : there is a phenomenon that goes far towards
accounting for the brilliance of Greek civilization and for
the sanity and humanism that gives it its special character.
But along with this we should never forget the submerged
half of the human race—the women. For them there was no
such freedom ; and among them, from the very few intimate
glimpses which we have of their part in Greek life, there does
seem reason to think that the nervous tension that so often
results from a purely negative and repressive se'xual control
was common. There is Euripides' terrible portrait-gallery
of bitter and thwarted women, wronged and vengeful.
There is Sappho. In her, undoubtedly, playing the game
according to the rules—the impact between irresistible force
and immovable barrier—did produce the fire of great poetry ;
but she never achieves the serenity of, say, Plato—even
Plato in his poems. One does, in reading her, get a sense of
almost intolerable strain. And there is a reference in an early
satirist—a satirist, yes, but it is a passing reference, and all
the more valuable for that—to women meeting together and
relieving their pent-up feelings in obscene talk.1
Our evidence, such as it is, then, on early Greece is not
inconsistent  with  the   striking  and  carefully  worked-out
1 Semonides of Amorgos, frag, 7 (Diehl), 92-3.

